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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Truro  Rural  District  during  1954. 

The  weather  during  the  year  was  not  up  to  average  and  there 
was  much  prophesying  of  epidemics  owing  to  the  lack  of  sunshine 
and  warmth  during  the  “  Summer,”  There  were  no  epidemics  and 
the  majority  of  us  maintained  our  usual  robust  health.  The  adverse 
weather  conditions  were  doubtless  responsible,  in  some  measure  at 
least,  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  males  over  the 
age  of  65  years.  Despite  this  increase  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the 
year  compare  very  favourably  with  those  for  the  rest  of  the  United 
Kingdom  which  almost  certainly  had  even  worse  weather. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  commented  very  fully  on  the  great  progress 
made  in  providing  water  supplies.  When  the  Chacewater  supply  is 
completed  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  whole  Rural  District  will 
have  mains  water.  Unfortunately  owing  to  financial  difficulties 
there  will  still  be  very  many  scattered  houses  or  groups  of  houses 
without  a  supply.  The  worst  instance  of  this  is  the  St.  Anthony 
peninsula. 

The  resumption  of  private  slaughtering  brought  many  problems. 
The  Council  very  properly  decided  to  restore  licences  to  all  previously 
licenced  slaughterhouses  which  could  and  would  be  brought  up  to 
standard.  The  owners  were  told  what  was  wanted  and  they 
co-operated  very  willingly.  I  think  it  quite  safe  to  say  that  the 
conditions  under  which  meat  is  now  produced  in  this  District  are 
well  above  average. 

I  welcome  this  opportunity  of  once  more  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  support  and  consideration,  to  Mr.  Bennett  and  his  staff 
for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  to  Mr.  Barratt  and  all  the  Council’s 
staff  who  are  all  so  ready  to  help. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Except  where  otherwise  stated  figures  in  brackets  throughout 
the  Report  are  those  for  1953. 


Area,  acres 

... 

108,316 

Parishes 

24 

Population,  mid-1954 

26,940 

(26,880) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

10,336 

(10,173) 

Rateable  value 

£97,381 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

£397 

Number  of  houses  built  since  1945 

675 

(556) 

Number  of  houses  under  construction 

137 

(103) 

Number  of  families  accommodated 

in 

converted  buildings  — - 

Cameron  Estate 

. . . 

77 

(69) 

Trevellas  Estate 

. . . 

14 

(14) 

Number  of  families  accommodated 

in 

requisitioned  premises 

. . . 

40 

(65) 

Number  of  families  on  Housing  List 

. . . 

360 

(505) 

Number  of  applications  for  re-housing 

. . . 

25 

(30) 

a 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males  179  (166)  Females  176  (177)  Total  355  (343) 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor  1.13  (1.10) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District  14.9  (14.0) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales  15.0  (15.5) 

Stillbirths 

Males  8  (7)  Females  7  (1)  Total  15  (8) 

Stillbirth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births,  Truro  Rural  District  40.5  (22.8) 

Stillbirth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births,  England  and  Wales  24.0  (22.4) 

Deaths 

Males  208  (156)  Females  159  (164)  Total  367  (320) 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor  0.76  (0.76) 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District  10.4  (9.0) 
Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales  11.3  (11.5) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Males  2  (7)  Females  3  (3)  Total  5  (10) 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births,  Truro  Rural 

District  14.1  (29.2) 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births,  England  and 

Wales  25.5  (26.8) 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

Males  1  (6)  Females  2  (2) 


Total  3  (8) 


Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  from  1950 


The  figures 

in  brackets  in 

this  table  are  those 

for  the  United 

Kingdom. 

Infant 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Mortality  Rate 

1950 

13.7  (15.8) 

10.5  (11.6) 

20.5  (29.8) 

1951 

16.1  (15.5) 

11.7  (12.5) 

25.4  (29.6) 

1952 

14.5  (15.3) 

9.9  (11.3) 

31.0  (27.6) 

1953 

14.0  (15.5) 

9.0  (11.4) 

29.2  (26.8) 

1954 

14.9  (15.2) 

10.3  (11.3) 

14.1  (25.5) 

4 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  Other 
Syphilitic  diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough  . . . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

...  52 

33 

41 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

...  48 

49 

60 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

5 

8 

Other  heart  disease 

...  62 

62 

65 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

...  11 

11 

15 

Influenza 

...  — 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

...  12 

8 

10 

Bronchitis 

...  10 

10 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

...  4 

2 

8 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  neprosis 

8 

3 

9 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

7 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

...  — 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation  ... 

1 

2 

4 

Other  deflned  and  ill-defined  diseases 

...  41 

38 

39 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

...  5 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents 

9 

4 

6 

Suicide 

...  4 

6 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

348 

320 

367 

1952 

7 

3 

1 


1953 

2 


5 

4 
7 
2 

31 

2 

5 


3 

11 

4 
4 
4 

37 

2 

2 


1954 

4 

1 

2 


1 

11 

10 

1 

6 

38 

2 

2 
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DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

2 

(7) 

3 

(3) 

5 

(10) 

1 — 4  years 

1 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

2 

(3) 

5 — 14  years 

1 

(3) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(4) 

15 — 24  years 

1 

(-) 

— 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

25 — 44  years 

5 

(3) 

4 

(3) 

9 

(6) 

45 — 64  years 

58 

(34) 

18 

(23) 

76 

(57) 

65- — 74  years 

78 

(39) 

50 

(40) 

128 

(79) 

75  + 

62 

(68) 

83 

(91) 

145 

(159) 

208 

(156) 

159 

(164) 

367 

(320) 

74.4%  of  all  deaths  were  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

39.2%  of  all  deaths  were  over  the  age  of  75  years. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  steep  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  is 
entirely  due  to  an  increase  of  52  male  deaths.  Female  deaths  were 
actually  five  fewer  than  in  1953. 

The  increase  occurred  in  two  age  groups.  In  the  45 — 64  year 
group  the  numbers  rose  from  34  to  58,  while  in  the  65 — 74  year 
group  the  rise  was  from  39  to  78.  In  the  younger  group  cancer  of 
the  lung  and  coronary  disease  of  the  heart  accounted  for  most  of 

the  additional  deaths.  These  diseases  are  undoubtedly  killing  more 

people  than  they  did  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  owing  to  the 
low  death  rate  in  the  younger  age  groups  there  are  now  very  many 
more  people  for  them  to  kill.  This  applies  with  still  greater  force 
to  the  higher  age  groups.  Medical  science  has  shown  how  to 
conquer  or  control  many  specific  diseases  that  previously  afflicted 
the  human  race  but  it  has  done  little  to  increase  our  powers  to 
withstand  the  ravages  of  time  itself. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE, 

1954 

(i)  Clinics 


Sessions 

Attendances 

St.  Agnes,  Churchtown 

24 

462 

(323) 

St.  Agnes,  Cameron  Estate 

24 

372 

(408) 

Perranporth 

21 

284 

(304) 

Grampound  Road 

24 

341 

(382) 

Perranwell  Station 

23 

401 

(316) 

Chacewater 

11 

101 

(134) 
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(ii)  Ambulance  Service 

45  cases  (55)  were  attended  by  the  St.  Agnes  Country  Centre 
Ambulance  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  the  work  in  the  district 
is  done  by  ambulance  and  utilecons  based  on  Truro,  Falmouth  and 
Redruth.  No  complaints  have  been  received  in  connection  with  this 
service  during  the  year. 

(iii)  Home-Help  Service 

9  (6)  maternity  and  69  (26)  other  cases  were  given  help  in 
their  own  homes  during  the  year. 

The  calls  on  this  Service  have  increased  enormously  and  will 
doubtless  continue  to  do  so  for  some  years.  Many  sick  and  infirm 
persons  who  would  otherwise  have  occupied  beds  in  hospital  or 
institutions,  have  been  able  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  owing  to 
the  help  given  by  this  Service.  It  is  said,  with  some  justice,  that 
when  the  Home-Help  comes  in  the  neighbours  step  out,  but  among 
the  cases  helped  in  this  Rural  District  during  the  past  year  there 
were  many  which  needed  more  help  than  any  neighbour  could  give. 
It  was  also  found  that  once  the  heavy  work  was  being  taken  care 
of  neighbours  were  only  too  willing  to  help  by  taking  in  odd  cups 
of  tea  or  bowls  of  soup,  doing  the  shopping  and  collecting  pensions. 
There  were  also  a  few  cases  where  owing  to  lack  of  neighbourly 
help  persons  living  alone  had  got  into  a  shocking  state  of  neglect 
and  must  have  been  taken  to  some  sort  of  institution  had  help  from 
the  Service  not  been  available. 

(iv)  After-Care 

Grants  of  free  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  11  (8)  sufferers 
from  tuberculosis  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

(v)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  examined  and  reported  on  7  (29) 
samples  of  ice  cream  and  60  (76)  samples  of  water  during  the  year. 

(vi)  Nursing  Service 


1953 

1954 

General  Nursing  cases 

1,240 

1,216 

General  Nursing  visits 

17,219 

18,528 

Midwifery  cases 

192 

179 

Midwifery  visits 

5,760 

3,639 

Ante-natal  visits 

1,439 

1,880 

General  Health  visits 

6,339 

8,617 

Old  Persons  visits 

4,024 

4,024 

Miss  M.  Gray,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer,  writes: — 

“  The  staffing  situation  in  the  Rural  District  has  given  rise  to 
anxiety.  There  is  great  competition  among  Authorities  for  nurses 
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and  health  visitors.  Those  able  and  willing  to  offer  housing 
accommodation  have  an  advantage  which,  so  far,  has  not  been 
available  to  us  in  the  Truro  Rural  District. 

The  number  of  ante-natal  visits,  10-5  per  mother,  represents 
a  major  effort  to  prevent  the  development  of  complications,  such  as 
toxaemia,  which  have  in  the  past  been  responsible  for  far  too  many 
stillbirths,  premature  births  and  neo-natal  deaths. 

The  proportion  of  domiciliary  midwifery  cases  fell  slightly  from 
56  to  54%.  This  is  a  great  disappointment  but  in  view  of  the 
unsatisfactory  conditions  and  lack  of  amenity  in  so  many  rural 
houses  it  is  not  really  surprising  that  mothers  prefer  to  go  to 
hospital  for  their  babies.” 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Age 

Group 


Scarlet 

Fever 


Whooping  Acute 

Cough  Poliomyelitis 


Measles 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  2 

1 

— 

7 

8 

1 

— 

1 

2 

CO 

— 

1 

7 

13 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5—  9 

5 

7 

28 

42 

— 

— 

14 

9 

10—14 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

8 

5 

15—24 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

25+ 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

7 

10 

46 

78 

1 

1 

27 

19 

Totals 


17  124  2  46 


Age  Group 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

—5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

15—44 

6 

4 

— 

3 

5 

45—64 

7 

4 

— 

2 

— 

65+ 

7 

4 

1 

— 

— 

26 

20 

1 

5 

5 

Totals 

46 

6 

5 
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There  is  nothing  particularly  significant  in  these  tables.  The 
two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  within  a  mile  of  one  another 
but  no  contact  between  them  or  their  families  could  be  traced.  Both 
cases  were  mild  and  both  made  a  good  recovery. 

43  of  the  measles  cases  occurred  in  December  and  they  were  all 
in  one  parish,  Perranzabuloe. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  1954.  393  (380)  children 

under  5  years  and  50  (59)  over  5  were  immunised  against  the  disease 
during  the  year  and  433  (247)  booster  doses  were  given. 

It  is  estimated  that  on  the  31st  December,  1954  there  were 
1,393  (1,420)  children  in  the  Rural  District  between  the  ages  of 
1  and  5  years.  Of  these  1,016  (929)  or  72-9  (65-4)%  had  been 
immunised  against  diphtheria. 

Smallpox 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

144  (42)  of  the  355  (343)  children  born  during  the  year  were 
vaccinated.  Also  vaccinated  for  the  first  time  were  72  (106)  children 
between  the  ages  of  1  and  15  years  and  7  (23)  older  persons.  74  (88) 
persons  were  re-vaccinated. 

Tuberculosis 


Age 

Period 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Polmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Polmonary 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

0+ 

1—  4 

1 

^  — 

_  _ 

^  — 

5 — 14 

2 

2  3 

—  — 

—  — 

15—44 

2  4 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

45—54 

1  3 

—  — 

1 

—  — 

55—64 

1 

—  — 

2 

—  — 

65  + 

1  2 

1 

1 

5  12 

2  4 

4 

1 

Totals 

17 

6 

4 

1 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  160  (145)  pulmonary  and  42  (34)  non-pulmonary. 
This  represents  an  incidence  of  7-5  (6-7)  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

At  the  end  of  1954,  348  (207)  children  had  been  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  Of  these  146  (95)  were  contacts  with  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  202  (112)  were  dealt  with  under  the  scheme  for  school  leavers. 

The  number  of  parents  refusing  B.C.G.  vaccination  for  their 
children  was  very  low  indeed.  Many  children  attend  schools  outside 
the  District.  The  202  vaccinations  previously  mentioned  were  done 
in  schools  in  the  Rural  District  itself. 

No  mass  radiography  examinations  were  carried  out  in  the 
Rural  District  in  1954. 


10 


*To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Truro  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  my  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  in  the  past  year. 

The  return  of  slaughtering  to  private  enterprise  in  July 
brought  a  great  deal  of  extra  work,  both  as  regards  the  inspection 
and  licensing  of  premises,  and,  of  course,  in  meat  inspection  duties 
which  increased  greatly  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year.  The 
appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  for  meat  inspection 
soon  became  unavoidable,  and  a  very  high  percentage  of  meat  is 
now  inspected.  The  widespread  distribution  of  the  slaughterhouses 
and  the  unrestricted  killing  times  occasionally  makes  100%  inspec¬ 
tion  impracticable.  It  is,  however,  interesting  and  pleasing  to  find 
that  the  percentage  of  carcases  requiring  condemnation  is  much 
lower  than  it  used  to  be,  an  indication  of  the  improved  quality  of 
the  animals  being  slaughtered. 

As  before,  I  am  indebted  to  your  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs. 
Osmand  and  Lane,  for  the  information  on  new  Water  and 
Sewerage  schemes,  and  to  Mr.  W.  C.  J.  Truscott,  your  Maintenance 
Engineer,  for  those  parts  dealing  with  new  connections  and  main¬ 
tenance  work. 

Before  concluding  my  introduction  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  re-iterate 
that  in  this  very  large  District  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
still  cannot  be  as  fully  comprehensive  or  satisfying  as  I  think  it 
should  be,  for  while  my  duties  include  those  of  Building  Surveyor, 
two  of  your  Additional  Inspectors  are  engaged  almost  entirely  on 
meat  inspection.  A  staff  of  “  four  Sanitary  Inspectors  ”  does  not, 
therefore,  mean  what  at  first  sight  it  implies. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  competent 
help  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  all  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department.  There  is  always  a  friendly  atmosphere 
which  I  feel  helps  to  make  for  a  good  relationship  with  the  public, 
and  certainly  oils  the  wheels  of  our  own  daily  tasks. 


I  am, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  BENNETT. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
for  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  Main  Supplies 

The  Ladock  and  South-Eastern  District  Scheme  was  completed 
during  the  year,  including  the  construction  of  pre-stressed  concrete 
reservoirs  at  Grampound  Road,  Probus,  Tregoney,  Veryan  and 
Trewithian.  An  official  opening  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
took  place  at  the  Ladock  Pumping  Station  on  25th  February,  1954. 

At  Perranporth  a  greatly  improved  supply  was  obtained  by  the 
completion  of  the  160,000  gallon  reservoir  at  Rose,  and  the  laying 
of  a  new  6  in.  supply  main  from  Rose  to  Bolingey.  The  villages  of 
Cubert  and  Holywell  Bay  continued  to  receive  a  satisfactory  supply 
from  the  Perranporth  system.  1,400  yards  of  3  in.  cast-iron  main 
was  laid  to  Perran  Sands  Holiday  Camp,  which  had  increased  in  size 
with  the  result  that  the  old  li  in.  pipeline  was  inadequate. 

The  other  villages  supplied  by  the  Council,  namely  Mitchell, 
Shortlanesend  and  the  parish  of  St.  Agnes  continued  to  receive 
satisfactory  supplies  of  good  quality  water,  each  from  their  own 
system. 

The  villages  of  Mylor  and  Flushing  are  supplied  by  Falmouth 
Corporation  through  mains  which  the  Corporation  took  over  in  1952 
and  which  they  now  maintain. 

Newquay  Water  Company  and  Truro  Water  Company  supply 
water  for  Newlyn  East  and  Tresillian  respectively,  the  water  being 
purchased  in  bulk  from  these  Companies  by  the  Council.  Truro  also 
supplies  the  water  for  some  80  houses  at  Playing  Place. 

All  supplies  referred  to  above  are  filtered  and  chlorinated. 

(b)  Other  Sources 

Apart  from  a  few  villages  with  small  untreated  piped  supplies, 
the  remainder  of  the  Rural  District  depends  upon  springs,  wells, 
and  rainwater  storage  tanks,  many  of  which  are  unsatisfactory  in 
quality  and  yield. 

(c)  Quality  and  Sufficiency 

During  the  year  all  main  water  supplies  were  well  maintained 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  issue  notices  regarding  shortages. 
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Monthly  samples  are  taken  from  the  Council’s  chlorinated 
supplies  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  show 
that  these  waters  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

Samples  are  also  taken  periodically  from  various  other  supplies 
throughout  the  District,  and  a  number  of  parish  wells  have  been 
cleaned.  Warning  Notices  have  been  fixed  where  analysis  shows 
the  water  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  without  treatment. 

As  in  other  years  the  Council  continued  to  arrange  for  water  to 
be  carried  to  dry  areas  when  necessary.  The  Chacewater  district 
has  been  in  constant  need  of  help  of  this  kind. 

(d)  Schemes  in  Hand 

Chacewater  and  South-West  District 

Mains.  The  mainlaying  contract  for  approximately  38  miles  of 
pipe  was  completed  in  October.  Of  this,  some  18  miles  of  8  in.,  6  in., 
4  in.  and  3  in.  pipes  were  laid  during  the  year  under  review. 

Reservoirs.  Constructional  work  commenced  on  the  following 
pre-stressed  concrete  reservoirs  — ■ 

Kerley  Downs  160,000  gallons 

Killaganoon  160,000  gallons 

A  further  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  80,000  gallons  is  to  be 
constructed  at  Coldwind. 

Pumping  Station.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  shaft  at  Wheal 
Daniell,  Chacewater  and  the  fioor  to  the  pump  house  was  laid.  Work 
on  the  filter  house  will  commence  in  1955. 

(e)  New  Connections  and  Maintenance  Work 

In  order  to  afford  an  increased  storage  in  the  Playing  Place 
area,  necessitated  by  the  development  of  new  building  estates,  the 
height  of  the  existing  elevated  concrete  reservoir  was  raised.  A 
better  supply  of  water  was  thus  made  available  until  the  Chacewater 
and  South-West  District  Scheme  comes  into  operation. 

1,300  yards  of  main  were  laid  from  the  8  in.  rising  main  to 
Grampound  Road  reservoir  to  supply  four  farms  at  Fentonladock. 

Throughout  the  year  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  village 
pumps  when  required.  The  main  pumping  stations  at  Ladock, 
Treamble,  and  Gover  were  well  kept  and  very  little  trouble  was 
experienced  with  the  pumping  and  subsidiary  equipment. 

The  various  small  pumping  plants  on  Council  Housing  Estates 
also  received  regular  attention  and  were  kept  up  to  a  good  standard. 

During  the  year  under  review,  new  tappings  and  renewals  of 
defective  communication  pipes  have  been  carried  out  by,  or  under 
the  supervision  of,  the  Council’s  Water  Engineers  as  follows: — 
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Parish 

New  tappings  and 
communication  pipes 

Defective 

communication 
pipes  renewed 

Ladock 

9 

— 

Grampound  Road 

18 

— 

Probus 

34 

— 

Tregoney 

31 

— 

Gerrans 

20 

— 

Very  an 

7 

— 

Portloe 

4 

— 

Ruanlanihorne 

21 

— 

Perranzabuloe 

15 

45 

St.  Agnes 

20 

26 

Newlyn  East 

2 

— 

Cubert 

5 

— 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 

28 

22 

Other  Parishes 

38 

— 

Total 

252 

93 

2.  Sewerage 

Work  on  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Blackwater  commenced  in 
July. 

A  new  10  in.  outfall  sewer  was  laid  at  St.  Mawes,  to  replace  a 
defective  one  which  had  been  giving  trouble  for  some  time. 

Proposals  for  sewering  the  new  Council  House  Estate  at 
Flushing,  Kersey  Road  and  Coventry  Street,  were  approved  and 
submitted  for  tender.  These  sewers  will  form  part  of  the  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  for  Flushing  which  is  still  awaiting  consent  to 
proceed. 

Perranporth  sewage,  which  is  pumped  in  stages  to  a  sea  outfall, 
was  efficiently  dealt  with  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Maintenance 
Engineer  reports  that  the  pumps,  electric  motors  and  control  panels 
have  been  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 


3.  Sewerage  Works 

Part-time  employees  continue  to  give  attention  to  the  Works 
at  Mount  Hawke  and  Grampound  Road.  All  other  public  sewerage 
systems  are  confined  to  coastal  areas,  and  they  gravitate  to  sea 
outfalls  with  the  exception  of  Perranporth  where  pumping  is 
necessary. 
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4.  Public  Convenienceis 

The  Council  own  ten  Public  Conveniences,  all  but  one  being 
situated  at  seaside  resorts. 

All  are  looked  after  by  part-time  attendants. 

5.  Cesspool  Emptying 

During  the  year  683  emptyings  of  cesspools  were  carried  out, 
a  further  big  increase  on  last  year. 

A  Karrier  Yorkshire  machine  is  used  four  days  a  week  for  this 
work,  approximately  half  the  cost  of  it  being  recovered  by  the 
charges  made. 

6.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council’s  fleet  of  collection  vehicles  numbers  four,  namely 
two  10  cubic  yard  Dennis  side-loaders,  and  two  7  cubic  yard 
Karrier  Bantams.  One  Bantam  works  two  days  a  week  only,  the 
men  operating  the  cesspool  emptier  the  remainder  of  the  time.  The 
vehicles  are  housed  in  premises  leased  to  the  Council  in  Truro,  and 
maintenance  and  most  repair  work  is  carried  out  by  a  skilled 
mechanic  employee. 

The  great  majority  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  have  a 
weekly  collection.  Approximately  21,036  cubic  yards  of  refuse  were 
collected  and  disposed  of  on  the  flve  tips  in  use,  and  about  800  miles 
per  week  are  travelled  for  the  purpose.  Some  years  ago  the  Council 
decided  to  adopt  Controlled  Tipping  as  the  method  best  suited  to 
their  District,  and  efforts  have  been  made  ever  since  to  act  on 
these  principles.  Occasionally  it  is  necessary  to  hire  a  bulldozer  for 
a  day  or  two. 

Where  necessary  a  tip-dressing  has  been  applied  to  control  the 
breeding  of  flies,  and  all  tips  receive  treatment  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  at  regular  intervals. 

7.  Salvage 

No  waste  paper  or  other  materials  were  salvaged  during  the 
year.  Stocks  of  paper  accumulated  in  1953  and  amounting  to 
19  tons  7J  cwt.  were  sold  for  £130  9s.  6d. 

8.  Rat  Destruction 

One  whole-time  operator  is  employed  with  an  8  h.p.  van. 

Systematic  surveys  have  continued  through  the  year,  and 
where  necessary  treatments  carried  out  by  methods  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 
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The  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewerage  systems  receive  regular 
attention.  No  charge  is  made  for  treatments  at  private  houses. 


Total  premises  inspected  by  the  Operator 
Private  premises  treated 
Business  premises  treated 
Rural  District  Council  premises  treated 


3,707 

629 

32 

20 


Most  infestations  were  of  a  minor  character.  Farm  treatments 
continue  to  be  carried  out  in  the  main  by  staff  of  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  with  whom  co-operation  is  maintained. 


9.  Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  District. 


10.  Miscellaneous  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 


Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Samples  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  55 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Premises  Fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rooms  Fumigated  (not  complete  houses)  ...  ...  9 

Lengths  of  Drain  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  454 

Lengths  of  Drain  re- tested  ...  ...  ...  99 

Sewers  and  Drains  inspected  ...  ...  ...  78 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Sewerage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  51 

Building  Bye-laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  (other 

than  for  housing  defects)  ...  ...  ...  60 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Inspections  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  543 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Unclassified  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Ice  Cream 

New  Applications  for  the  registration  of  premises,  10  in  number, 
were  received  and  dealt  with.  In  each  case  the  premises  were 
inspected,  found  (or  made)  satisfactory,  and  registered.  There  are 
now  104  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  nearly  all  of 
it  pre-packed. 

There  are  four  manufacturers  in  the  District,  each  using  the 
hot  mix. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  on  the 
Methylene  Blue  Tests  carried  out  on  them  show  them  to  be  graded 
as  follows: — 

Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 

Condemned  Foods 

27 J  lbs.  of  canned  meat  was  examined  and  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

Other  food  condemned: — 

36  Ducklings  ...  ...  177  lbs. 

7  Chicken  ...  ...  ...  36  lbs. 

6  Geese  ...  ...  ...  62  lbs. 

Milk  Licences 

The  following  licences  wer  issued: — 

Dealers  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

Dealers  Supplementary  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk 

Dealers  Supplementary  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised 
l^Iill^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Meat  Inspection 

On  3rd  July  the  Ministry  of  Food  ceased  slaughtering  at  Chace- 
water,  and  private  slaughterhouses  throughout  the  District  began 
to  come  into  use.  The  premises  of  every  applicant  were  inspected, 
and  those  that  were  made  to  comply  with  the  conditions  approved 
by  the  Council  were  given  licences. 


8 

8 

4 

1 


4 

3 

0 

0 


5.7 


It  soon  became  obvious  that  an  additional  Meat  Inspector  was 
required,  and  he  commenced  his  duties  on  1st  September. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  14  slaughterhouses  were  licensed.  Most 
of  the  animals  killed  are  by  wholesale  butchers  for  export  out  of 
the  County. 

It  is  not  always  possible  to  inspect  every  carcase  owing  to  the 
distances  which  have  to  be  travelled  and  the  times  of  killing — often 
extending  into  the  evenings  and  regularly  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
in  some  slaughterhouses.  Even  so,  96—98%  of  the  meat  is  inspected. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Inspected 

3,798 

865 

6,688 

7,079 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis.  Whole 

Carcases  condemned 

6 

20 

8 

53 

41 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases 

condemned 

19 

26 

— 

— 

2 

All  diseases.  Carcases  Cattle  ...  ...  ...  over  602 

of  which  some  part  or  Sheep  ...  ...  ...  over  447 

organ  was  condemned  j  Pigs  ...  ...  ...  over  831 


31  new  Slaughterman’s  licences  were  issued  and  30  licences 
renewed. 

No  statutory  action  under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  or  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  was  taken  or  found  necessary. 
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HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during’  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  73 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  121 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  30 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  - 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  rem¬ 
edied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  X 
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4.  Overcrowding 

One  notice  to  abate  overcrowding  was  served  and  complied  with. 
Four  inspections  were  made  concerning  overcrowded  premises. 

5.  New  Housing 


Parish 

1  By 

1 

Local  Authority 

Total  Completed 

in  post-war  period 

Com¬ 
pleted 
in  1954 

Started 
in  1954 

Others  in 
course  of 
erection 

By  Local 
Authority 

By 

1  private 
enterprise 

St.  Agnes 

i  2 

34 

— 

34 

19 

St.  Allen 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Chacewater 

— 

6 

— 

14 

— 

St.  Clement  (Tresillian) 

.  — 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Cubert 

— 

— 

— 

12 

3 

St.  Erme 

8 

— 

— 

12 

3 

Feock 

— 

4 

— 

22 

28 

Gerrans 

4 

8 

— 

24 

6 

Gwennap 

— 

— 

— 

12 

2 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 

5 

8 

— 

26 

23 

Kea 

8 

6 

— 

22 

9 

Kenwyn 

_ 

— 

— 

22 

15 

Ladock 

— 

— 

— 

16 

2 

My  lor 

12 

6 

— 

47 

20 

Newlyn  East 

4 

— 

— 

42 

5 

Perranarworthal 

— 

4 

— 

16 

6 

Perranzabuloe 

14 

4 

— 

51 

44 

Philleigh 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Probus 

— 

6 

— 

40 

5 

Ruanlanihorne 

8 

— 

— 

8 

1 

Tregoney 

— 

2 

— 

24 

1 

Veryan 

— 

— 

— 

18 

1 

65 

88 

— 

476 

199 

Of  those  started  in  1954  the  houses  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Agnes, 
Chacewater,  Perranzabuloe  and  Probus  are  of  the  Woolaway  type. 


6.  Other  Housing  Matters 

(a)  Requisitioned  Houses 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  35  houses  under  requisition. 
The  continued  progress  in  the  erection  of  new  Council  Houses  has 
enabled  more  houses  to  be  released  to  their  owners,  and  altogether 
21  have  been  given  up  during  the  year. 
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(b)  Converted  Buildings 

On  the  Cameron  Estate,  St.  Agnes,  a  further  block  of  buildings 
was  converted  into  8  dwellings. 

There  were  226  visits  and  inspections  in  connection  with 
maintenance  and  repair  of  requisitioned  and  converted  property. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants 

Fifty-five  applications  for  grants  were  received  and  dealt  with. 
Grants  were  approved  in  44  cases. 

In  almost  every  instance  the  applicant  is  an  owner-occupier, 
and  occasionally  there  is  an  application  in  respect  of  an  agricultural 
worker’s  cottage. 

(d)  The  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899-1923 

The  Council  advances  money  under  these  Acts  to  assist  people 
to  buy  houses  and,  in  1954,  14  properties  were  valued  by  your 
Building  Surveyor. 

(e)  Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  4 

Eight  applications  for  loans  to  build  houses  were  dealt  with. 

7.  Civil  Building  Licences 

Under  Defence  Regulation  56a  the  following  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year: — 


No. 

Value 

Conversion  of  Existing  Buildings  into 

Dwellinghouses 

1 

1,740 

Additional  Accommodation 

1 

1,164 

Repairs  and  Re-conditioning 

3 

6,141 

Total 

5 

9,045 

Private  enterprise  licences  were  issued  for 

16  new 

houses. 

36  more  were  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Works.  These  included 
licences  for  3  fiats  and  2  licences  for  4  semi-detached  cottages. 

From  10th  November  all  building  licensing  restrictions  were 
removed. 

8.  Plans  of  New  Buildings 

During  the  year  306  plans  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  or 
the  conversion  of,  or  addition  to,  existing  ones,  were  submitted  to 
the  Council.  55  plans  for  new  drainage  work  were  also  dealt  with. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

41 

2 

1 

Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 

30 

2 

enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

71 

4 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 
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